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20 Years of Sponsorship 1998-2018

Sachini donated her 21st birthday 
presents to the Rahula Trust. 

What we have achieved?

Since its foundation in 1998, the 
Trust has successfully sponsored 

902 children up to 2019. Of those, 
488 children have completed their 
studies, many of them have gradu-
ated from universities and other 
educational institutes and others 
completing their advanced level ex-
aminations.   

We now sponsor over 414 children 
in Sri Lanka and over forty children 
in Nepal. Among them 33 students 
are studying in universities and other 
institutes of higher education. This 
year we have 12 children who are 
waiting to enter higher education.

We also support a variety of projects 
with funds to meet a specific need. 
In addition to Sri Lanka, we fund 
children and projects in Nepal and 
Paleng (South Africa). The needs 
are enormous, but with the generous 
support of our donors, we are able to 
make a significant difference to the 
lives of many children.

During last twenty years, we have 
made grants totalling £1,003,383.00 
in support of sponsoring children 
and projects, such as providing li-
brary books, school desks, comput-
ers, and audio-visual equipment. 
The total administrative costs have 
been £17,212.00, amounting to only 
1.69% of our income, and covered 
by our general funds. We deduct 
nothing from the amount donated by 
sponsors to support individual chil-
dren.

We have increased the monthly 
amount for School students from Rs. 

2800.00 to Rs. 3200.00, and for Uni-
versity students from Rs.3000.00 to 
Rs.4000.00 per month. 

If you cannot afford to make a big 
donation, but would still like to 
make a difference, then child spon-
sorship is one of the easiest and most 
effective ways to do so! You just set 
up a monthly standing order of £15 
(that’s just 50p a day) and you will 
be helping a child receive an educa-
tion! Sponsoring a child also allows 
you to see the big difference you 
could make in a child’s life as you 
will receive regular updates on the 
child's progress. 
 
No deductions are made from the 
sponsors' payments for administra-
tion. We are very lucky and grate-
ful for work done by volunteers in 

both the UK and Sri Lanka, which 
helps keep our costs low. 100% of 
all sponsorship payments goes to 
the charity's work for the sponsored 
child. Our child sponsorship scheme 
ensures that your donation will go 
directly towards improving the edu-
cation of your sponsored child. 

Thank you
 
None of the Rahula Trust’s work 
would be possible if we were trying 
to do this alone. The work to contin-
ue our mission to create the support 
for the poorest children via sponsor-
ship is shared by many and we want 
to say a big thank to them: to those 
who have supported sponsoring the 
children; to those who have volun-
teered to take part in our services; 
and supporting generously in our 
other projects. 
 
Our thanks to you all. With your 
continuing support, we believe we 
can live up to the Trust’s mission to 
ensure that children and young peo-
ple from disadvantaged backgrounds 
can make the most of their talents by 
closing the gap between them and 
other children.

 � 🙏 � 

20th Anniversary of the Rahula Trust



Report: Paleng Book Festival Number 2 
21st June 2019 Malere Primary School

EASYFUNDRAISING

We are registered with easyfundraising and we need your help! 

Easyfundraising is a great website where you can help The Rahula Trust 
raise funds simply by doing your everyday online shopping with over 
3,300 big name retailers like Amazon, Argos, John Lewis, ASOS, Book-
ing.com, eBay, Boden, and M&S.

Every time you shop, we could receive a small donation to say ‘thank 
you’ and it’s completely free too! We want to raise as much as possible so 
please sign up and help us at
 https://www.easyfundraising.org.uk/causes/rahulatrust/

Apart from our sponsors, there 
are some generous donations we 
received which we would like to 
acknowledge with thanks.  

Anonymous Donor                £20,000.00
Miss Annabella White    £1000.00 
Miss Christabel Roberts    £1000.00 
Mr Stephen Cope                      £200.00
Mr & Mrs H Kirinde      £250.00
2017-18 GIFT AID                £15,750.48
2018-19 GIFT AID                 £18272.75
Mr & Mrs Neville De Silva        £400.00
Dr Shelani Hettiaratchi     £250.00
Dr H C Wijewardena       £500.00
Mr & Dr Mrs Makalanda   £2000.00
Dr Mihiri Coxhead                      £800.00
White House     £1000.00
Roberts Christabel                    £1000.00
Mr A D Dias     £1200.00
Legacy Mrs Q T Dissanayake  £2000.00
Ms Vourneen M Doyle      £500.00
Mr B K D Dissanayake    £1600.00
Anonymous Donor Trust     £500.00
Mrs. D. P. Gunarathna    £3000.00
Lelanie Ltd       £500.00
Ecclesiastical Insurance Office Ltd.                 
On behalf of Mrs Malani Gunawardena  
       £2000.00
Mrs G Kodituwakku       £300.00
Dr A H Ranmuthu                      £500.00

FUNDRAISING
Dr Anjela Pathiraja raised £300.00 from 
her wedding presents.

Dr. Jinasiri and Malkanthi Perera raised 
£540.00 from their wedding anniver-
sary.

Miss Sachini Ranasinghe raised £500.00 
from her 21st birthday celebrations. 

St. Jones International School, 
Brussels raised           £1923.08 in 2017 
                                   £1275.48 in 2018
               and £802.30 in 2019 
through their annual Art Exhibition and 
auction organised by Mr Alan Michiel 
and students. 

Mrs Pat Smith raised over       £1800.00 
from her healing sessions. 

Rahula Trust Secretaries birthday fund 
raising event raised  £2590.00 

Mr Malaka Boteju donated       £1000.00 
through his fund raising events. 

Other donations
Dr Mrs C Nimalasena 
  SL Rs. 200,000.00

Marion and Khothatso reported on the second book festival organised at 
the Malere Primary school, which is sponsored by the Rahula Trust. 

“Our second Book Festival was held at Malere Primary School, with six 
teachers (there are seven teachers in the school) and 62 children, mostly 
from Grades 1 to 3, but a few Grade 5’s and 7’s decided to join us! It was 
started with storytelling and children enjoyed it. 
All the children received their own packet of books, with a pencil and 
balloon included.
 
We believe that the idea of a Book Festival has proved itself to be a good 
one, and it is a constructive and positive innovation and an effective way 
both to get books into the hands of Basotho children, and to help create 
the culture of reading that is so badly needed in Lesotho.

We would like to thank the Rahula Trust very much indeed for their 
very generous funding of the two Book Festivals that formed our ‘pilot’ 
venture.”

Donation of Photocopy machine

At the request of the principal of the Du-
nukewela Maha Vidyalaya, Hiriwadunna 
the Rahula Trust donated a photo copying 
machine to the Vidyalaya on 14th March 
2018. Mr Norman Perera, Local repre-
sentative of the Trust and Mr Irosha Perera 
attended this event. Thanks to Dr Jinasiri 
& Dr Malkanthi Perera for making this 
donation. 

DONATIONS & FUND RAISING 
2017-2019



My name is Sanjeewani Dilrukshi, I 
was a scholarship holder of The Rahula 
Trust for 14 years. Firstly I would like 
to express my gratitude to you all for 
having done a great service to brighten 
the future for a huge amount of the stu-
dents in the world.

Education is a must for everyone today 
however only a few get the opportunity 
to enter higher education due to eco-
nomic hardship and lack of qualifica-
tions.  Many students who complete 
their school education do not have the 
opportunity to go onto higher education 
for those reasons. Economic hardship 
is the most prominent reason that af-
fects many people in a country like Sri 
Lanka.

The Rahula scholarships are given to 
the children who are suffering from 
economic hardships, I am the one of 
them. I received this scholarship until 
I finished my university education.  It 
helped to make my education more ef-
fective. After passing grade 5 scholar-
ship exam I entered Sumana Balika 
Vidyalaya in Rathnapura, Sri Lanka. 
My parents were incapable of spending 
money on my education and extracur-
ricular activities. The scholarship of-
fered by The Rahula Trust helped me to 
overcome all of these challenges.

I am currently serving as a teacher at 
a government school.  I would like to 
give my heartful thanks to The Rahula 
Trust for the excellent support which it 
has given me.

The trustees of The Rahula Trust are 
constantly working hard to support 
the children who need help like I did. I 
would like to convey my sincere thanks 
to all of them and I pay my prior credit 
to Ven. Bandula. I wish you more and 
more courage to do the charity work 
like this. May the triple gem bless all of 
you.  
Thank you, Sanjeewani Dilrukshi.                                                                                                                   

My name is Devindi.     I am 20 years 
old I am living with my mother and three 
sisters. My father unfortunately passed 
away from a road accident 13 years 
back and since then my mother single 
handily took care of us. Your supportive 
hand was a big strength for me and my 
family. It was and it is always a great 
relief for us.

I did the GCE Advance Level in 2018, 
which open the doors for higher educa-
tion. I am happy to let you know that I 
have passed the exam with 2 A’s and a 
B, which qualifies me for government 
Universities. So now I have applied for 
entry and am eagerly waiting to hear 
back from them. 

It would not be true that if I say I 
achieved all of this by myself. As much 
of the support has been from my mother 
and the financial aids I received all of 
these years through Rahula Trust from 
generous souls like you who made my 
journey for success easier. We received 
this scholarship in much needed time. 
Me and my mother are forever grateful 
to you for strengthening the pillar of 
education in my life.

I always try my best to keep the promise 
that I will do my studies the best way I 
can as it is the only way I can give some-
thing back to the kindness you showed 
me all these years. 

Yours faithfully,    Kanchana

Letters from the  children...

I am Udari. My father died in a road 
accident when I was due to be borne. My 
mother had a difficult task to raise our 
family. Now I am 13 years old and I am 
studying in Grade 8. I have passed grade 
5 scholarship examination and I am now 
able to enter a school in Colombo. My 
school is Gothami Balika Vidyalaya and 
now I study in English medium.  I am 
a member of the Astronomy club, Japa-
nese club, Information Technology club, 
Debate club, student parliament and 
Drama club in my school. I am also an 
active member in St John’s Ambulance 
Brigade.

I am very thankful for this scholarship. 
I was able to buy books and other school 
stationaries from the money I received 
for the New Year. I also use my schol-
arship for the additional tuition classes, 
which help me to excel in my studies.  

Let me take this opportunity to say that 
all the kind donor’s contribution in the 
Rahula Trust has brighten the lives 
of many students like me. Among that 
your generosity helped me in many 
ways during past few years and I am 
so grateful. Thanks to your kind heart. 
I am doing well in my studies. Me and 
my mother are very grateful for your 
generous heart. May you be showered 
with good health and wealth.

Yours faithfully,    Udari

Children in Metta Centre, Nepal 

SPONSORSHIP IN NEPAL AND METTA CENTRE

SAMYAK YOUTH GROUP: Since 
2001 the Rahula Trust contributed funds to 
support education of children sponsored by 
Samyak Youth Group. Rahula Trust con-
tributed £2000 for this project. 

METTA CENTRE: For the education 
of those children at the Metta centre, the 
Rahula Trust contributeed £1,000 for 2018.



PROVISION OF SCHOOL EQUIPMENT TO NEEDY CHILDREN - 2017 

Education is a very important factor for the future of children in our present society. Although many children want to go to school, for some 
of them it is a just a dream. Due to lack of uniforms, shoes, books and school bags they are discouraged from going to school. There are many 
children in rural areas in Sri Lanka who have been marginalised due to poverty.  Understanding this situation, the Rahula Trust started a 
project to donate school accessories to the rural schools, which is very much needed.   

Kuruwikulama Vidyalaya, Kuruwikulama - Nikaweratiya

On 24 November 2017 under the school Donation programme we have distributed necessary school accessories to 292 children in Kuruwiku-
lama Vidyalaya in Kuruwikulama Rasnayakapura, Nikaweratiya.This Kuruwikulama village is a small village in the north Western province. 
This village is about 35 miles away towards north from Kurunegala and is a remote village--most of the villagers are working in cultivation.  
There are about 250 families living in the village. The small children of the village are attending school in Kuruwikulama Vidyalaya. This is 
a primary school, which has classes from grade 1 to 5 with 12 teachers and 2 other officers.  There are 292 students attending the school. The 
children are attending school with many difficulties to overcome.  The Rahula Trust has distributed necessary items to assist in the children’s 
education.  

Kudakathnoruwa Sri Siddartha Maha Vidyalaya in Meegalawa. 

On 5th December 2017, the school children donation programme was held in Kudakathnoruwa Sri Siddartha Maha Vidyalaya in Kudakath-
noruwa, in Meegalawa, Kurunegala District. This school is situated at Kudakathnoruwa Village in a remote area in a dry zone. About 200 
families are living in the village. The inhabitants of this village get their main income from cultivation. If there is no rain, no cultivation can be 
done.  The average monthly income of 
a family is Rs.5000/= (£25). The parents 
are sending their children for education 
to this school. There are classes from 
grade 1 to 13 at present 356 students are 
attending the school. The education fa-
cilities to this school are very basic and 
the teachers in the school are doing their 
level best to get the students into higher 
level of education



MAPAKADAWEWA, MAHIYANGANAYA

SOME OF THE SPONSORED CHILDREN  IN SRI LANKA 

KEKIRAWA

PADAVI, SRI -PURA 

COLOMBO KURUNEGALA HAMBANTHOTA

MATARAGALLE KURUNEGALA

GALLE

VIHARAMAHADEVI CHILD DEVELOPMENT 
CENTRE, BIYAGAMA, SRI LANKA

The Rahula Trust contributes additional tuition 
classes in Maths, Science, English, Music and Dance 
at this centre. The management of the centre wrote to 
us that children have benefited tremendously for this 
help.

PRE-SCHOOL - TAWALAMA

This Pre-School project is now in its eleventh year. The 
Rahula Trust contributes some of the teachers and school 
accessories at the annual prize giving ceremony. This is one of 
the popular Pre-Schools in this  remote part of Galle district 
in Sri Lanka. 



Our visit to see children in Sri Lanka - December 2017

At the end of December 2017 
mum (Pat Smith) and I had the 

great good fortune of being in Sri 
Lanka at the same time as Venerable 
Bandula.  Venerable Bandula very 
kindly offered to take us to see a few 
of The Rahula Trust places.  Mum 
has been a trustee of The Rahula 
Trust for many years and we have 
both sponsored children since the 

trust was started when Venerable Va-
jiragnana was the trust's first Chair. 
Also, I have recently been invited to 
become a trustee myself.  It was with 
pure delight that we were able to go 
to see some of the places that we had 
heard so much about over the years.

The first place we went to see was 
Viharamahadevi Girls Hom Biyaga-
ma. A girls home which takes care 
of over 100 girls.  We were given a 
warm welcome by the trustees and 
children  of the home (we happened 
to go on the same day they had their 
monthly meeting so we were able 
to meet them all).  One of the trus-
tees was a woman who was an old 
girl of the home -  and is now in her 
70's.  She was the first girl from the 
home to get a university degree.

We were given a tour of the library 
that The Rahula Trust contributed 
towards.  They proudly showed us 

the library, which was neatly stacked 
with books, some of which were fair-
ly new, a lot were well worn books.  
A number of the shelves were empty 
- there is clearly a need for further 
contribution.  We also saw the com-
puter room with the desks which had 
been donated by The Rahula Trust.  
We saw the girls as they came into 
pay their respects to Venerable Ban-
dula and we had some photos taken.

As we left we noticed the rusted 
play area which would be seen as a 
health and safety hazard in the UK.  
Even with such a brief visit we could 
see how much was needed and our 
desire to continue to help them as 
much as possible was reinforced.  

The following day we met Venerable 
Bandula and left early to southern 
part of Sri Lanka.  We drove off the 
beaten track and through the beauti-
ful Sri Lankan countryside to get to 
Manampita, Thalgaswala where all 
the Rahula Trust children and their 
parents, from the surrounding area, 
came to meet Venerable Bandula 
and us at the local Vihara.  Follow-
ing a wonderful lunch, that was 
kindly prepared by the supporters 
of the Vihara, we sat to meet and 
talk to the children.  Each child had 
their annual report in one hand and 
some leaves to offer the Venerable 
Bandula in the other.  Venerable 
Bandula invited each, one by one, 
to come and show him their report.  
He took time and care over each 
and every child, carefully reading 
their report, discussing the subjects 
where their grades had improved 
and those that had not.  Some chil-
dren stood with pride as he com-
mented on their improvement and 
others looked worried as he asked 
why their grades had gone down.  It 
was clear how much it meant to each 
child and their respective parents.

Venerable Bandula was firm with 
some of them but also made them 
all laugh at times.   It was very 
beautiful and touching to witness - 
we felt very privileged to be there.

After more photos we got back into 
the car and drove to the next Vihara 
at Meepawala, in Poddala (Galle) 
where even more Rahula Trust chil-
dren and their parents were waiting 
to do the same thing with Vener-
able Bandula.  When we arrived the 
children were all sitting outside in 
rows and row of chairs, dressed in 
their best clothes with hair perfect-
ly brushed - a very humbling sight.  
Once again we sat as Venerable Ban-
dula took his time to see each and 

every child, go through their report, 
have a personal encouraging discus-
sion with them, always ending with 
a smile.  It was difficult to sit and 
not cry - I had to hold my emotions 
back many times over all these visits.  
It was both humbling and moving.

They were long and exhausting 
days but they were by far the best 
days of our whole holiday.   Both 
mum and I are incredibly grateful 
to Venerable Bandula for organis-
ing the visits and letting us accom-
pany him to meet these incredible 
and inspiring children.  To say we 
came back with more vigour than 
ever to raise funds for The Rahula 
Trust is a massive understatement!!

Sadhu, sadhu, sadhu!
Deborah Smith



Kudagama Vidyalaya at Kudagama, Thamduththegama, in Anuradhapura District.

28 November 2018 the Rahula Trust distributed school accessories to 228 children in Kudagama Vidyalaya. This school is situated in Kudaga-
ma Village in a dry zone area in Anuradhapura district. About 250 families are living in the village and most of them are gypsies ahikuntaka, 
the main language is Theligu. The inhabitants of this village get their main income from cultivation and other activities. There are classes 
from grade 1 to 11 at present, 228 students are attending the school. The education facilities at this school are very basic but the teachers in this 
school are doing their level best to get the students into a higher level of education. 

School Donation program in Bambaragalayaya Primary School, Polpithigama 

On 29th November 2018 the Rahula Trust distributed school accessories to 54 children; chairs, tables and cupboards in Bambaragalayaya 
Primary school in Polpithigama.  This Bambaragalayaya village is a small village in the North Western province, in the Kurunegala District. 
The village is about 30 miles towards the north from Kurunegala.  It is a remote village and most of the villagers are doing cultivation. There 
are about 200 families living in the village. This is a primary school with classes from grade 1 to 5 with 9 teachers and 2 other officers.  There 
are 54 students in the school, and there are no tables for teachers in the class rooms or the principal's office. The children are attending the 
school with many difficulties. 

PROVISION OF SCHOOL EQUIPMENT TO NEEDY CHILDREN - 2018 



The financial information has been extracted from our financial statements. 
The full financial statements and examiner's report are available from the Charity Commission website.

Summary of Expenses 
for Projects in 2017  

Sponsorship Sri Lanka        £73,564

Viharamahadevi Children Home 
 Teaching Project        £3,068

Tanzania HOCHIDT £6,399
Tawalama Pre-School £1,451
Flood relief - Pre School  £1,111

Sponsorship Nepal        £1,920

Metta Centre Nepal               £1,000

Paleng Children’s Centre       £2,000

School accessaries donation
  Kuruvikulama Vidyalaya  £2,350 
  Meegalawa, Kudakathnoruwa 
  Sri Siddhartha Vidyalaya £3,047

2018
Sponsorship Sri Lanka        £68,372

Viharamahadevi Children Home 
 Teaching Project        £2,997

Tanzania HOCHIDT £1,500
Tawalama Pre-School £1,314

Sponsorship Nepal        £2,000

Metta Centre Nepal               £1,000

Paleng Children’s Centre       £3,997

School accessaries donation
  Bambaragalayaya Primary  £1,521 
  Kudagama Vidyalaya £2439
Photocopier 
Dunukewela Maha Vidyalaya £540

Trustees of the Rahula Trust:
 

Ven. Tawalama Bandula   
Mr. Martin Evans  
Professor Rohan Kariyawasam 
Dr. Robert Parsons, M. B. E.   
Mrs. Pat Smith
Mrs. Deborah Smith

      
Office:-  22 Ridge Lea 
   Hemel Hempstead
   Herts 
   HP1 2AZ, UK  
Mobile: 0044(0)7576032106
e-mail: rahulatrust@gmail.com 
Web site: www.rahula-trust.org

Representative in Sri Lanka
  Mr. K  P N A N Perera

 Designed and typeset by Ven. T. Bandula

We are sad to report the passing away of 
some of long-standing supporters of the 
Rahula Trust.
 Mr David Jarvis, 
 Mr Brian Callaghan, 
 Dr. Suren Iyer
 Mrs. Pat Knight
 Mrs Padmini Samaranayaka
 Mrs. Q T Dissanayake
 Mr Richard Jones (Trustee)
  Dr. B T Batuwitage
We appreciate their support and wish 
them peace. 

OBITUARIES

The Rahula Trust Summarised Accounts

Year ending 30th September 2018
          Total   Total 
       2018   2017
 INCOME
  Sponsorship     60,793   59,360 
  General Donations and Gift Aid   22,916   36,165
  Investment income          462        286 
 
 Total Income     100,215   95,811 
 
 EXPENDITURE
  Fundraising costs          207        805
  Charitable expenditure                 87, 845   94,592
  Management and administration       356        351
      ______________  ______________
 Total expenditure     88,408   95,748
      ______________  _______________
 Net increase in funds    11,807          63
      ==============  ==============
     

Financial review - 2018

The Trust’s work is entirely funded from voluntary donations and Gift Aid.  Our total income 
has risen this year to £99,115 (2017: £95,811). Sponsorship income increased to £60,793 
(2017: £59,360). It is encouraging to see that some sponsors have been willing to increase 
their sponsorship to meet increased costs and that new sponsors are coming forward.    
  
The Trust's main activity is providing educational sponsorship to children.  £70,372 was 
spent on sponsoring children in the year (2017: £75,514).  The reduction was caused by a 
fall in the rate of exchange of the Sri Lanka Rupee compared to the previous year.    
  
Our Trustees continue to demonstrate their commitment to the charity both by providing 
financial support and donating their time without charge in administering the charity.  
  
We are proud to be able to state that 100% of funds raised from our donors are used for the 
benefit of the children, as all work for the Trust is done on a voluntary basis.  Fundraising 
and administration costs are kept extremely low and are more than offset by the Gift Aid we 
receive.   Martin Evans - Treasurer - 29 January 2019   

LEAVE A LEGACY GIFT 
IN YOUR WILL

Gifts made to the Rahula Trust in your Will 
are free from inheritance tax. This is wonder-
ful way to give and generate Metta at a time 
when material possessions are no longer 
necessary. 


